CHAPTER XI
LEGAL DEPOSIT IN SCOTLAND
(continued]
THE University of Glasgow seemed to be the only Scottish Uni-
versity that set any real value on the copyright privilege if proper-
ly and strictly enforced. The following eulogy was submitted for
the consideration of the Royal Commission on the Universities
and Colleges of Scotland:
"One great object of the Act of the 8th of Queen Anne, intitled 'An
Act for the encouragement of Learning/ etc. was to provide for the
preservation of every memorial of the literature of the times, for the
use of posterity. If such a statute had existed ever since the invention
of printing, many interesting documents, which have now irrecover-
ably perished, might even still be found in the several storehouses of
learning, and might have served as most curious materials of history,
and most instructive illustrations of the characters, manner, and insti-
tutions of former ages. Even the fugitive treatises which relate to sub-
jects so familiar as to be thought unworthy the notice of contemporar-
ies, might often furnish information, which the inquirers of succeed-
ing periods would never be able to find in graver volumes.
"In many other points of view it may be of great importance both to
the acquirements and principles of the young, that the places of educa-
tion should be regularly supplied with all the publications of our native
literature. In the most secluded corners of the island, new publications
may be circulated, so as often, in the most alluring form, to give cur-
rency in errors, which the instructors of youth would anxiously and
promptly counteract, if they fell sooner under their notice. No part of
education can be more valuable than that which guides the inexperi-
enced to the proper selection of books, and which guards them against
the mischievous influence of sophistry. But these ends may probably
be less extensively gained, if public teachers do not possess opportuni-
ties of examining every work which is successively published. The
copies of books lodged in public Libraries, instead of retarding the
sale, might be expected to secure a speedy recommendation of every
useful work from those who ought to be competent judges of literary
merit. And it is certainly a very material consideration, that as the
public Libraries ought to be, and almost universally are, accessible to
every man of learning who is engaged in any investigation requiring
extensive reading, it would in the end be beneficial to authors them-